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the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of 
the Church of 8 COTLAND: 


golden and begun at Edinburgb upon Thurſday 
the 1ſt and ending the 16th Days of May 1729. 


FP 


The KING's Commiſſion to David Earl 
of Buchan produced, and ordered to be 
recorded. Wc 


At Edinbargh, 1 May, 1729. Seſſ. 1. 


H x General Aſſembly of the Mini- 
. ſters and Ruling Elders of this Na- 
tional Church being conveened and 
conſtituted, there was produced to 
them, by the Right Henourable Da- 
vida Earl of Buchan, His Majeſty's 
Commiſſion, ſealed with the Seal ap- 
pointed by the Treaty of Union be- 
8205 ſtwixt the Two Kingdoms of Scotland 
and Exglund, to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in Place of 
the Great Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him 
His Majeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in 
this Aſſembly: Which Commiſſion being publickly read, 
with all due Honour and Reſpect, it was ordered to be 
td in the Books of Aſſembly. The Tenor whereof 
OWSs | | | 
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preſentibus, appendi mandavimus, apud aulam noſtram de St. James's 
dec imo ſexto die menfis Aprilis, anus Domini milleſimo ſeptingenteſine 
wige/nno nono, reguique noſtri anno ſecundo. | 


Seal'd at Edinburgh the Twenty j Written to the Seal, and Regi · 


The Afs of the 


EORGIUS Dei Gratia, Magnæ Britannia. Fraxcis 
& Hibernie Rex, Fidei Defenſor; Omnibus probis hom 
bus, ad quos præſentes literæ noſtræ pervenerint, ſalutem 
Quandoquidem nos confiderantes, quod Generalis Ee If, 
Scotia Conventus in primum diem Maii, proxime 3 

convenire ordinatus fuit : Noſque etiam abunde cupidi, quin etiam i in F 

ceſſarium eſſi judicantes in commodum dictæ Ecclefiz, ut idem Generals 

Eccleſia Conventus die ftatuto debite obſervetur, atque rebus Magn mo. 

menti nos alio vecantibus, dicto Couventui perſonaliter intereſſe Requimus 

Er per malta teſtimonia nobis abunde ſatisfattum fit de Sufficieniq & 
fidelitate fedeliſſimi & dilettiſſimi noſtri conſanguinei Davidis Comiti de 
Buchan, quod ad ſummum munus poſtea mentionatum, rite exercendum 
& obeundum, uſquequaque fit idoneus & inſtruftus ; Noveritis n 
nos nominaſſe, conſlituiſſe Cordinaſſe, ſicuti nos, tenore Ppræſentium, no- 
miunmus, conſtituimus & ordinamus dictum Davidem Comitem de 
Buchan.ſ upremum noſtrum Commiſſionarium ad efectum ſulſcriptum | 
dando & concedendo illi pleniſſimam poteſtatem, commiſſionem & war. 
rantum, ſacram noſtram perſouam & autho#itatem regalem repreſen- 
tand:; nec non, preſentiam uo aut ſupplendi, locumque noſtrum in diff 
fubſequenti Generali Conventu, tanquam Commilſionario noſtro in hung 
effeflum ſpecialiter conftituto, tenendi, omniaque alia ad imperium G. 
2HUBUS Commiſſionarii pro Generali Eccleſiæ Conventu peragendi, tam 
Plene, adeoquè libere, in quovis reſpectu, quam quilibet alius ejuſdem 
Sermmi mumeris fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore præterito facere potuerat; 
& ac fi nos igſi perſonaliter praſentes facere potuer imus. Quæque om- 
nia & fingula a ditio Davide Comite de Buchan, in hac noſtra Commiſ- 
fone proſequenda, legitime fecerit, ſeu fieri ordinaverit, nos firmiter ap- 
probamur, & habituri; ſumus. Omnibus & Vngulis inſuper anteditiæ Re- 
elefiz & Conventus paſtoribus & preslyteris, cateriſque quibuſcunque ins 
fra illam partem Magnæ Britannia Scotiam wocatam, ſubditis noſtris 
cujnſcuique gradus ſeu qualitatis, ut dictum Davidem Comitem de Bu- 
chan, tauquam ſupremum noſtrum Commiſſionarium, quoad effetum & 
modum ſupra mentionatum, revereantur, agnoſcant, & dito ipfius audi. 
entes fe præbeant, ſtricte mandamus & imperamus. Atque hanc noſtram 

Commiſſionem a dic lo primo die menfis Maii proxime incipere, ac deinceps 

hac ſul ſequenti ſeſſione dicti Generalis Conventus in vigore continuare 

declarumus, vel uſque dum a nobis revocalitur & exoneralitur. In cu- 

Jus rei teſtimonium, fgillum noſtrum per unionis tractatum cui ſodiendun, 

C, in Scotia, vice C loco magni fgilli ejuſdem utendum, ordinatum, 


Per fignaturam fino manus S. D. N. regis ſupraſcriptam. 


In dorſo. 


fred the Twenty eight Day 
of April 1729. 3 
3 Buchanan, Depute: 


. Ninth of April, One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and twenty 
nine. 
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The KING 's moſt gracious Letter & . = 
the General Aſſembly, preſented to 1 
them by His Majeſty's Cmmiſſioner. 
May 1ſt, 1729. Sefl. J. =”. 


GEORGE R. 


]1G n T Reverend and Well beloved, We greet 
you well, The Zeal for the Honour and Glory 
of God, and the Advancement of true Religion 
and Picty, the Loyalty and Affection for Our 
| Perſon and Government, and the Love of your 
Country, which have ſo eminently appeared in your for- 
mer Allemblies, have induced us with great Willingneſs 
to countenance your preſent Meeting by Our Approbation 
and Royal Authority, and to renew to you upon this Oc- 
caſion, the Aſſurances of Our conſtant Reſolution to ſup- 
port and maintain the Church of Scotland eſtabliſned by 
Law; in the full Enjoyment of all its juſt Rights and Pri- 

yileges. „ „ CT? 

4 We make nõ Doubt but you come. together with the 
fame good Diſpoſitions and Intentions, ſo you may al- 
ways depend upon Our Protection and Aſſiſtance in what- 
ever may promote the true Intereſt of the Church of 
which you are Members, and tend to. the, groventing of 
the Growth of Popery, and to the Diſcouraging and ſup- 
preſſing of Prophaneneſs and Immorality; and we are 
fully perſwaded that you are fo ſenſible of the great Im- 

portance of a good Agreement and Unanimity among your 
ſelves, to the Succeſs of your Councils and Reſolutions, 
that your Debates will be conducted with that Modera- 
tion and Brotherly Love and Charity, which are becoming 
ſo Venerable an Aſſembly, and which wil further, entitle. 
you to Our Royal Favour. e 
We have made Cheice of our Right Truſty and en- 
tirely beloved Couſin, David Earl of Bachay, to repreſent 
Our Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, whoſe known Zeal. 
for Our Service, and firm 2 to the Principles 728 


& |. The Ads of the 
the Church of Scotland, and Concern for its Profperi;; 
will, we doubt not, make him very acceptable to you; ny; 
as we entirely rely upon his Capacity, Diligence and Ap. 
plication in the Diſcharge of ſo great a Truſt, we have the 
ſame Dependence, that you will on your Part, by your U. 
nanimity and Diſpatch of the Buſineſs proper for your Con- 
ſideration, contribute to the attaining thoſe good Ends for 
which you are conveen'd. And ſo we bid you heartily 


Farewell. Given at our Court at S:.Fames's, the 16th 
Day of April 1729, in the 2d Year of our Reign. 


By His Majeſty's Command, 


HoLLis NEWC As TI x 

= + 1.7 Directed thus, | 
To the Right Reverend and Well- 
beloved, the Moderator, Mini- 
ſters and Blders of the General 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scox- 


land. a 


* 
* 


CCC 

The General Aſſembly's Auſwer io the 
Hing moſt gracious Letter. 

9 | Edinburgh, May 34, 1729, Seſſ. 3. 

/ Mey it pleaſe your Maj 2 0, 13 


PoUR Majeſty's honouring us, with Your moſt 
[aj Gracious Letter, and being pleaſed to make 
Tr favourable Mention of that Zeal for the Ho- 

ꝝmiour and Glory ef God; and the Advancement 

of true Religion and Piety, that Loyalty and Affection to 

Tour Royal Perſon and Government, and that Love of our 

Country, which have appeared in former General Aſſem- 

blies of this Church, is to us the greateſt Encouragement 

toi endeavour to imitate them, and gives us Reaſon to bleſfſs 

God, that we have a Sovereign upon the Throne, who e- 

ſteems ſuch Qualities worthy of His particular Approbati- 

on, and with whom the Diſcharge of our Duty is the Way 

to recommend us to His Royal Favour. - . 


a 
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Your Majeſty is ſo graciouſly pleaſed to renew 
on this Occaſion, the Aſſurances of Your conſtant 
clucion to ſupport and maintain the Church of Scotland 
Fred by Law, in the full Enjoyment of all its juſt 
om and Privileges, tho? it cannot indeed add any thing 
10 that 
c uo 
ir e meſt Sentiments of Duty and Gratitude, which 
| 4 capable to entertain. _ [Om 
Tus Encouragement we have from Your Majeſty always 
o depend upon Your Royal Protection and Aſſiſtance, in 
ſaterer may promote the true Intereſt of this Church, 
tend to pre vent the Growth of Popery, and to the diſ- 
aging of Vice and Immorality, muſt needs animate our 
bukearours to purſue theſe great and good Ends. 

Your Majeſty, with the moſt endearing Goodneſs, puts us 
Remembrance of how great Importance, a good Agree- 
neat and Unanimity among ourſelves, is to the Succeſs of 
ur Councils and Reſolutions ; and we ſhall be much to 
me, if we do not behave ourſelves with that Moderati- 


THAT 
1ot0 5, U 


£411 Security of Mind, with which we entirely re- 
1 thoſe which Your Majeſty hath been pleaſed to 
before, yet it does ſenſibly ſtir up in our Hearts 


may further entitle us to Your Royal Favour, 
Tas Earl of Buchan's Zeal for Your Majeſty's Service, 
1d firm Adherence to the Principles of this Church, and 
Concern for its Proſperity, are juſtly acknowledged by all 
0 whom his Character is known; and theſe, together 
with the dear Remembrance we have of his noble Progeni- 
tars, cannot but render Your Majeſty's Choice of him, to 
repreſent Your Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, moſt accep- 
table to us; and we ſhall think ourſelves very happy, if 
God ſhall enable us by our Unanimity and Diſpatch of the 
Bulineſs proper for our Conſideration, to contribute on our 
Part, according to Your. Majefty's ExpeQation, to the at- 
taining theſe good Ends for which we are conveened., . 
Wirn much Thankfulneſs didwe receive from the Hand 
of Your Majeſty's Commiſſioner, Your: Royal, Way 1 
continuing the charitable ahd bountiful Donatton,be owed 
forthe Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge, andi ok true 
Religion, in the Highlands and Iflands of this Country, 
the Effects whereof in Time paſt have been ſuch, às we 
hope, have already procured for Tour Royal Perſoh and 
Family the "Bleſſings and Prayers of many Souls that 
have pröfited hy it. a 1 .c th. ora... 
Ax that God may plentifully reward Your Majeſty for 
all that You do for the adyancing of His Glory, and of the 
Intereſt of Religion, and for all the Enœouragement Which 
Louare pleaſed to give to this Church; that He may mul- 
e CHO rant B-Byqioiooe 61113103 »i/26.tiply 


n and Brotherly Love and Charity which become us, and 
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tiply His beſt Bleſſings upon Your Majeſty's Per, dl 
grant You a long and glorious Reign over a happy I 
Loyal People; that He may honour Your Majefty to he 14 
Inſtrument of preſerving the Proteſtant Religion, the Pe e 
of Europe, and the juſt Rights and Privileges of all Tote 
Subjects; that he may richly bleſs Your Royal Con "i = 
Queen; and now that his Royal Highneſs the Prince of ; 
Wales, whoſe happy Arrival in Britain, we eſteem a 
Bleſſing to ourſelves, and to all our Fellow Subjects ie | 
together with the reſt of Your Royal Offspring, adornine 
Your Majeſty's Court, that God may enrich their Sous 

with all theſe Graces and Qualifications, which befit their 

high Character, that He may be their Father and the 

Guide of their Youth ; and that all the Bleſſings of Godg 

ee uoerlaſting Covenant may be the Portion of Your Majeſty, | 
and of all Your Royal Family, are and ſhall be the Prayers 
„ | "= 6 | 


May it pleaſe Jour Majeſi. 


Tour Majeſty's moſt Faithful, moZt Ole. 
9 85 ; dient, and moſt Loyal Subjects, 


The Miniſters and Elders metin | 
4 i FR the National Aſſembly of | 
3 he Church of Scotland. 


© bt let 2 Signed in our Preſence, in bur Name, 
AA and at our Appointme afiby 


2 J A. AL ST ON, Moderator: 

eee eee ee eee eee eee 
ACT renewing the Recommendation of the 
aft General Aſſembly, in Favourdf the } 
Society in Scotland for propagating 


” 
* 


Sel. 3. ö | 
HERE was brought into the General Aſſembly, 


eſaid Society having formerly from time! 


* 
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en an Account to the General Aſſembly of the Stars 
"Ftheir Affairs, and having ſincè the laſt General Aſſem- 
bly cauſed print the preſent State thereof, and ſent Copies 
to ell Pariſhes, Presbyteries and Synods in Scotland, do 
now preſent a Copy of the ſame to this Aſſembly, whereby 
it appears that the Number ot their Schools is 78, and the 
Number of Schalars are near 3000; and the Sociey are 
about erecting more Schools. 

As to the School erected upon the Fund left by the 
deceaſt John Rayning Merchant in Norwich, it is in a 
flouriſhing Condition, having therein, at the laſt Viſita- 
tion, 101 Scholars - and the Society are uſing their Endea- 
vours for recovering what remains unpaid of that Fund: 

Many Places are yet needing and petitioning for Schools, 
but the Society's Funds do not allow thereof, and divers 
of the Maſters do complain of the Smalnefs of «heir Sala- 
ries, and the Society are convinced that they need Aug- 
mentations ; but che Expences of turniſhing Books, Poſt- 
age, and other Incidents are ſo great, that the Society are 
much ſtraitned, how to anſwer_ the Demands on them ; 
and therefore did, for increaſing their Funds, grant a Com- 
miſſion this Year, to divers Noblemen, Perſons of Ho- 
nour, Miniſters and other worthy and charitable Perſons in 
Emland, to be correſpondent Members, in order to obtain 
Donations, and for negotiating; the Society's Affairs there; 
which Commiſſion is printed in the forefaid State. 

Tax Society conſidering that the coming of the 
Kingdoni of our Lord and Saviour. is, what all ſincere Be- 
lievers wiſh and pray for, and that it has pleaſed God to put 
it in the Hearts of many in his Majeſty's Dominions, to 
contribute their Endeavours, and to beſtow of their 
Worldly Subſtance, for advancing the Knowledge of 
Chrift, in Places needing the Means thereof, both at 
Home and Abroad; and not only does our graciqus So- 
vereign countenance it, but alſo out of his Royal Bounty 
gives yearly a conſiderable Sum for that End; And Pro- 
teſtant Powers abroad are concerning. themſelves in this 
Jaudable Deſign, by ſending. Miſſionaries to Heathen Na- 
tions, and with good Succeſs sz 
Tris being a. Matter of the greateſt. Moment, the 
Ptomoters thereof do need Direction and Encouragement. 
trom the Word of God, and alſo the Prayers and Concur- 


F 


rence of the Lord's People. bn e 
Ius Society by their Committee did therfore apply to 
tieReverend Miniſters of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, to 
appoint a Sermon on the foreſaid Subject, in che H; h 
Church of Edinburgh, the firſt. Thurſday of Tanuary yearly,” 


being the Day of the Anniverſary Meeting of the foreſaid 
Society; and that theſe Sermons be for Confirmation of 
5 1 \ People 


SD > ty tn or tg moore 
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People in the Truth of the Holy Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Excellency thereof, and in the Faith of the great 
Promiſes made for ſpreading the Knowledge of Chrig , 
And the Miniſters of the foreſaid Presbytery did Very cor. 
dially agree thereunto, and that when the Society ſhatj 
invite any of their Number, the Presbytery ſhould lay 
their Appointment on him to preach that Sermon, ang 
left it to the Society to apply to the Venerable Aſſembly 
to have their Allowance to invite any Miniſter of this Na. 
tional Church, who may conveniently be had, to preach 


that Sermon ahnually 7x. 
IT has been a great Satisfaction and Encouragement 


to this Society, that as their Erection was at the fearneſſ 
Deſire of the General Aﬀembly, ſo they have till had the 
Concurrence and Approbation of the cftabliſhed Church, | 
and by the pious Zeal and great Care of the Miniſters | 
thereof, confiderable Sums have been brought in to the 
Society, fo that their preſent Fund is upwards of Nine 
thouſand Pounds Sterling, belides what of Mr. Raining's 
Mortification is already paid in, and divers other Legacies 
by Charitable Perſons liferented and yet reſting. But at 
the ſame time the Society cannot but repreſent, that there 
are many Miniſters and Pariſhes in Scotland, who never 
to this Day have given any Thing to the Society's Funds, 


The Society are unwilling to be more particular in this 


Matter, being hopeful theſe concerned will lay it to Heart, 
and with their firſt Conveniency contribute, but are re- 
ſolved to prepare, in order to be laid before the next Ge- 
neral Aﬀembly, a full Lift of Pariſhes in every Synod and 
Presbytery in, Scotland deficient in contributing. And 


therefore humbly craving to the Effe ct aftermentioned. 


TEE General Aſſembly having heard and conſidered 


the foreſaid Repreſentation and Petition, they did, and 


hereby do renew their former Recommendations to Defi- 
cients, in contributing to the Society's Funds, and do ear- : 
neſtly intreat them yet to contribute cheerfully to ſo en- 
cellent and Chriftian an Undertaking, and to ſend in their 23 
Donations, in the Terms of the Eight Act of the laſt Ge- 


neral Aſſembly, to Mr. Joſeph Cave Merchant in Edin- 


burgh, the Society's Treaſurer. And the Aſſembly recom- Þ 
mends to any Miniſter of this Church, whom the Society 4 
ſhall invite, yearly, to preach a Sermon at their Anniver:- 
fary Meetings, ſuitable to the Occaſion ; and likewiſe re- 
commends to the ſeveral Presbyteries, where the neg , 
Schools are, or may be ſettled, to viſit them frequent Js 
2 give them * _ > . = 

ety th ir Charity Schools, acco 

1d Society the State of the oo Breſaid printed 


to the Rules laid down by them in 
State of the Society. | + # AA 
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Ac 1 ing the Presbytery of Lorn; and 


erecting a new Presbytery in Mull. 


Eainbargh, May 12th, 1729, poſt merid. Seſſ. 14; 


r General Aſſembly having had laid before 
them a Petition of the Presbytery of Lorn, con- 
PC curred with by the Synod of Argyle, ſetting forth 
the great Extent of the Bounds of that Presby- 
tery, and the Diſtance at which ſundry of the Pariſhes 
in it do ly from the Presbytery Seat, and that tra- 

yelling in that Country both by Sea and Land is very 


difficult, which often ſtops the Members of Presbytery 


{rom Meeting, and other Perſons concern'd from attending 
their Diets, and occaſions much Expences and Trouble; 
and for a Remedy of this, in ſome Meaſure, propoſing the 
EreRion of another Presbytery therein : As the faid Peti- 
tion and Act of the Synod, both read in Aſſembly, more 

fully bear. And the General Aſſembly having confidercd 
the Premiſſes, and judging the preſent Situation of the ſaid 
Presbyrery very inconvenient, and a great Obſtruction to 
the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, as well as an Hinderance to the 


| Miniſters in their Work, they being thereby frequently 
detained long from their Pariſhes; Do therefore hereby 


\ 


_ disjoin the ſaid Presbytery, and Pariſhes after-named, and 


an 
erect the ſame into two Presbyteries, in Manner follow-= 
ing, viz. the whole Pariſhes within the Iſles of Mall, 
Tiree and Coll, and the Country of eArdnamurchan, Sunnard, 
and Morven, conſiſting at preſent of Six Miniſterial Charg- 
es, into one Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of 
Mul ; and ordains that their ordinary Place of Meeting 
be at Arros in Mull: And the Pariſhes of Liſmore and 


Appin, Ardchattan and Muckcairn, Rilmoir and K;lbrideg 


Kilbranden and Kilchattan, Kjlninver and Kjlmelfort, Part 


of the old Presbytery of Lore, with the Pariſhes of Kil- 


cbrennan and Dallavich, and inis hall and Clachandyſart, 
now in the Bounds of the Presbyrery of Inverary, into 


y Presbytery, conſiſting at preſent of Seven Mini» 


Tertal Charges, to be continued under the Name of the 


Presbytery ot Lorn; and appoints that their Place of 
Meeting be for ordinary at K;Imoir: And the Aſſembly 
S& ordiins 


— _ 
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| require the ame. > 


neſs, that Gop hath ſo happily directed all the Judicato- 
Ties of this Church, which have had this Procels under 
their Conſideration, that there . hath not appeared the 
leaſt Difference of Sentiment; but, on the contrary, there 
Bath been the moſt perfect and unanimous Agreement a- 


ſus Chriſt, according as the ſame is revealed in the Ho / 


| Catechiſm, 


that hath been found relevant and prove 


12 The Ad, of the 


ordains the foreſaid two Presbyteries to have their firſt 
Meetings reſpective at the Places above- mentioned. upo 
the firſt Wedneſday of July next; and they declare — 
the ſaid Presbyteries to be ſtill a Part of the Synod of 
Argyle, as formerly, and to have the fame Powers and 
Privileges which any other Presbytery have, by the 
Word of God, and Conſtitutions of this Church. And 
laſtly, The General Aſſembly ordains, that the Records 
and Papers, formerly belonging to the old Presbyter 
of Lorn, remain with the new Presbytery of that Name 
that they be patent to the Presbytery of Mul, and that they 
have all necefſary. Extracts therefrom, as they ſhal 
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Af concerning Mr. John Simſon Pro. 
Feſſor of Divinity in the College of Glaſ- 
= Edinburgh, May: 17, 1729, ante merid. Seſſ. rs; 
N : A HE General Aſſembly conſidering, how neceſ- 
ſeary it is, that the Proceſs, which . hath fo 
long depended concerning Mr. John Simſon 
Perolfeſlor of Divinity inthe College of Glaſgon, 
ſhould be brought to an Iſſue, ſuch as may tend to the 
Preſervation of the Parity of the Doctrine, and of the Peace 


of this Church': And being now to give their Determina- 
tion in it, do obſerve, with great Pleaſure and Thanktul- 


mong them, as to the Doctine of the Glorious Trinity, | 
and the proper Supreme Deity of our Lord and 3 je 4 


Scriptures, and contained in our Confeſſion of Faith an 


And they having mat urely and 2 _— 10 
Mr. John Simſon, by the two laſt preceeding Aﬀemblics 
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rogether with all that hath been offered by him, for alle- 

yiating the Cenſure that ought to be inflited for the ſame : 
And having, alſo conſidered the Declarations given in by 
him to the two former General Aſſemblies, and to this, 
wherein he owns the Orthodox Doctrine concerning theſe 

reat and fundamental Articles of our Holy Religion, and 
diſclaims and renounces all theſe Errors and erroheous or 
ſuſpicious Ways of ſpeaking, which he had been charged 
with, and declares himſelt exceedingly ſorry for the Of- 


fence he had given by ſuch yrs of expreſſing himſelf. 
Z 


And tho? the ſaid Mr. John Simſon hath conſtantly diſ- 
owned that ever he held, or deliberately taught the groſs. 
Errors whereof he was accuſed; yet many Members of 
this General Aſfembly declared is to be their Opinion, 
that the uttering ſuch Things, and making Uſe of ſuch 
Expreſſions as have been found againſt Mr. Simſon, was 
ſich a Fault in a Minifter, eſpecially in one of his Station, 
who had the Care of the Education of Youth deſigned 
for the holy Miniſtry, as deſerved no leſs than the Cenſure 


of Depoſition ; and other Members, in Reſpect of the Al- 


leviations found in the Courſe of the Proceſs, and of the 

eclarations made by Mr. Simſon, having on the other 
Hand given 1t as their Opinion, that he ought to be treat- 
ed with more Tenderneſs : And the General Aſſembly be- 
ing deſirous to a void going to Extremlties on either Side, 


but to give ſuch a Deciſion in the Matter, as may hs | 
e 


juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction on all Hands, and preſerve 
Peace, both among. the Members of this Aſſembly, 
and among all the other Minifters and Members of 
the Church; Find, That the foreſaid Mr. John Sim fon; 
by what hath been found relevant and proven againſt him 
in this Proceſs, and alſo by his neglecting ſo many Op- 


portuniries, as he had during the Courſe thereof, of giving 


Satisfaction to the Judicatories of this Church, when called 


to do fo, as to the Soundneſs ofhis Faith concerning theſe 


important Articles, about which he was called in Queſtion, 
had given ſuch Offence; as renders it not fit or ſafe, that he 
ſhould further teach as a Profeſſor of Divinity in this 


Church. Therefore the General Afﬀembly did and here- 


by do, ratify and confirm the Sentence of the laſt Aſſembly, 
lulpending the ſaid Mr. John Simſon from preaching and 
teaching, and all Exerciſe of any Eccleſiaſtical Power or 


Fundtion, untill another General Affembiy ſhall think fit to 


take off this Sentence; and alſo give it as their Judgment, 
that it is not fit nor ſafe that he be further employ'd in 


2 
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the holy Miniſtry in chis Churc 
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_ teaching Divinity, and inſtructing of Youth deſigned for 
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AND that the Judicatories of this Church may haye ng 
more Trouble about this Proceſs, the General Aſſembly 
have thought fit, that for Peace's Sake, this Whole Affair 
concerning Mr. Simſon ſhould reſt here. 


— — 
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VII. 


Commiſſion to ſome Minifters and Ruling 
Elders for Reformation of the Highl and; 
and Iſlaudsof Scotland, and for Manage. 


ment of the King's Bounty for that End. 


Edinbargh, May 13th, 1729, poſt merid. Seſſ. 16. 


HE General Aſſembly taking to their Conſidera- 

? T leg tion the great Extent of many Pariſhes in the 
2 FIT: 8 Highlands and Hands of Scotland, and that by 
PER Reaſon thereof, Ignorance, Popery, Superſti- 
tion and Vice do abound in many Places therein, and that 
it has pleaſed our Gracious Sovereign the King out of his 
Royal Bounty, to beſtow yearly the Sum of One thouſand 
Pounds Sterling, to encourage itinerant Preachers andCate- 
chiſts to go to the foreſaid Highlands and Iſlands, for alliſt- 
ing the Miniſters eftabliſhed thete, in giving the People 
in theſe Parts ſuch Inſtruction as is neceſſary to enlighten, 
and arm them againſt the Practices of many Popiſh Prieſts, 
that reſort thither, to pervert and ſeduce them from the 
Profeſſion and Principles of the Reformed Religion : And 
the General Aſſembly being glad of ſuch an Opportunity of 
advancing the Intereſt of Religion, and Good of their 


Country, under ſuch favourable: Circumſtances, with fo 


great Encouragement and Aſſiſtance, and earneſtly deſir- 
ous to improve the ſame, and to promote his Majeſty's pi- 
ous Deſign ; and ſeeing they cannot do what is neceſſary 
inthat Matter, during the ſhort Time of their continuing 
together, and that it is proper there be a ſtanding Com- 
mittee of fit . Perſons, ſuch as may beſt attend, and be 
moſt uſeful, appointed for this Matter, to meet fre- 
= quently in the Intervals of the General Aſſemblies; 
The General Aſſembly do by theſe Preſents nomi- 


nate, eommiſſionate and appoint the Rev. Mr. James 7 


* 


=>. =D £ , noun. — „ — * P It OW IR 


Generul Aſſembly 1529, 15 


ſiniſter of the Goſpel at. Dirletoun their Moderator: 
fo een Hamilton Profciſor of Divinity in the College 
{Edinburgh William Miller at Edinburgh, William Guſt- 
port there: Thomas Linnen at Leſmahago, David Ander- 
ſw profeſſor of Divinity in the King's College of Aberdeen, 
His Majeſty's Chaplains, James Hart at Edinburgh, His 
Wailty's Almoner, Wiliew Wiſhart Principal of the 
College of Edinburgh, John Schaw at South-Leith, James 
Craig at Edinburgh, James Smith at Cramond, James 
Panyatyne at Edinburgh, George Lindſay at North-Leith, 
George Chalmers Principal of the King „College at Aber- 
deen, James Gordon at Alford, John Gilchriſt at Keith, 
Daniel M*Kenzie at Inverneſs, William Stewart at Kiltearn L 
George Gordon at Cromarty, Kenneth Bethune ar Kilmuir 
in Trotterniſn, Mur do Mori ſon at Barvas, Robert Rirk 
it Dornoch, James Ferm at Wick, William Mair at Holm, 
John Flint at Edinburgh, Jon M' Claran there, Robert 
Sandilands there, James Grierſon there, Niel MVicar at 
Welt kirk, James Walker at Canongate, John Walker there, 
Jon Mathiſon at Edinburgh, Matthew Wood there, James 
Milet there, Matthew Crawford Profeſſor of Eccleſiaſtick 
Hiſtory in the College of Edinburgh, William Broan at E- 
dinburgh, Robert Kznloch. there, John Ty picks there, 
James Stevenſon at South-Leith, 10 Wiſhart at Welt- 
kirk, George Fordice at. Corſtorphine, John Brand at Bor- 
rowſtounneſs, James Naſmith at Dalmeny, William Mac- 
enge at Pennycook, James Burnet at Laſswade, Robert 
patan it Haddintoun, George Logan at Dunbar, Daniel 
Sinclair at Longformacus, ; Mow Ramſay at Kelſo, John 
Goldie at Er ſletoun, Fancis Lindſay at Johnſton, eAlexan- 
ler Robertſon at Tinwald, James Monteith at Borgue, 
George Crawford at Stephenkirk, James Laury at Rirkmi- 
chael, John Wiſeman at Newmonkland, John Grey at Glaſ- 
ow, Niel Campbel Principal of the College of Glaſgow, 
0 Logan at Eaſter-Kilpatrick, James Boes at Camphbel» 
toun, Archibald Campbell at Liſsmore, George Frier at Le- 
thendy, William Stewart at Perth, John Warden at Gar- 
punnock, Andrew Burgh at Maderty, Michael Potter at 
Rippen, Alan Logan at Culroſs, James Thomſon at Burnt- 
Hand, George Gilleſpie at Strathmiglo, James Hadom Prin- 
Cipal of the new College of St. Andrews, Ale nander An- 
terſon at St. Andrews, Thomas Aitoun at Alyth, John 
Wiliſon at Dundee, Gilbert Anderſon at Fordoun, Samuel 


Cuthry at Ratho, Alexander Ker in the Caſtle-kirk of Ed 
burgh,andJobnSpark at Currie, Miniſters; The moſt Honou- 


2 "Daz: 


Semple at Libertoun, Walter Alan at Collingtoun, Jahn Thor- 


bum at Kirknewtoun, David M'Colm at Se Fohe 
in- 


"Bi Johw Marquis of T weeddale, the Right Honourable 
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David Earl of Buchan, James Earl of Findlater, lars. 
der Earl of Marchmont, eArchibald Earl of Ilay, Da; 
Earl of Glaſgow, William Lord Roſs, George Lord Re, 
Sir HughDalrymple of North-Berwick Baronet Lord Pref! | 


dent of the Seſſion, Duncan Forbes Eſq; His Majeſty', Ad. 


vocate, Adam Cockbury of Ormiſtoun Lord Ju iee-Clerk 
Mr: James Erskine of Grange, Sir William Calderwgy of 
Polton, Mr. James Hamilton of Pancaitland, Sir Walter 
Pringle of Newhall, Mr. Hugh Datrymple of Drummore. 
and Mr. Patrick Campbell of Monzie, ſeven of the Seng. 
tors of the College of Juſtice, Archibald MeAulay Eq; 
Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, Mr. Atexander aAbercromj, 
of Tillibody Advocate, Alexander aArbathnot of Knor 
late Baillie in Edinburgh, Mr. James Beilie of Harding. 
ton Writer to the Signet, Mr. Charles Binnim of Pilmore | 
Advocate, Colonel John Blaccader Deputy Governor of 
Stirling-Caſtle; Mr. James Boſwell of Auchinleck Ado. 
cate, Sir. James Campbell of Ardkinglaſs Baronet, Sir James | 
Campbell of Aberuchill Baronet, Sir Duncan Campbell of | 
Lochaell; John Campbell Eſq; late Lord Provoſt of Edin. 
burgh, Mr. Joſeph Cave Merchant there Treaſurer to the | 
Society in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
Ladovick Colquhoan of Luſs, Mr. Robert Craigie of Glens 
doig Advocate, John Cuninghame of Enterkine, Sir Robert 
Dalrymple of Caſtletoun Advocate, George Drummond 
Eſq; late Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Mr. George Dandat 
of Dundas Advocate, Mr. Robert Dundas of Arniſtoun 
Advocate, Thomas Dundas of Fingask late Baillie in Edin- 
burgh, Mr. John Dundas of Philipſton Advocate; the 
onourable Mr. Charles Erskine of Edenshead Advocate, |! 
the Honourable Colonel John Erskine of Carnock, Mr. 
Charles Erskine of Barjarg His Majeſty's Solicitor, Sir 4- | 
texander Gilmore of Craigmiller Baronet, Mr. Alexander 
Gordon of Ardoch, James Grent of Grant, Mr. Patrick 
Grant of Eafter Elchies Advocate, Mr. Alexander Hamil- 
#64 Younger of Pancaitland, Mr. Robert Hepburn of Baads | 


Writer to the Signet, Sir John Inglis of Cramond Baronet, 


Sir James Livingſton of Glentirran Baronet, Mr. „Alen, 
der Mitchell of Mitchell Writer to the Signet, Colonel Ro- 


vert Monro of Foulis, Captain George Monro of h 


Mr. Albert Monro of Coull, James Nimmo Dean of Gildo 
Edinburgh, Jobn Orburn late Baillie there, Francis Frin- 
gle Doctor of Medicine, John Riddell! Doctor of Medi: | 
eine, the Honourable Mr. John Sinclair of Brims Ad 3% 
Nicol Spence Agent for the Church, Mr. Alena, E | 
venſon of Montgreenan Writer to the Signet, Mi. 15 Jo 4 
Stewars Profeſſor of Philoſophy in the Callege of 7 of 
burgh, Jon Wightmisn of Maullly late Lord oo oa 
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Edinburgh, and James Toung of Killicanty Treaſuret to 
feriot's Hoſpital, Ruling Elders ; to be a Committee of 
chis Aſſembly, for Reformation of the Highlands and 1/- 
ands, and for diſpoſing upon the foreſaid Royal Bounty, 
for the Ends above mentioned, and according to His Maje- 
ity's Grant : And do hereby renew the Powers contained 
in the 5th Act of the General Aſſembly, Anno One thou- 
land ſeven hundred and twenty ſeven, and eight Act of the 
Aſſembly in the Year one Thouſand ſeven hundred 
and twenty eight, intituled, © Commiſſion to ſome 
« Miniſters and Ruling Elders for Reformation of the 
% Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, and managing 
the King's Bounty for that End,” and the eve- 
ral Acts therein mentioned, which are held as here re- 
peated; and any ſeven of the foreſaid Perſons are decla- 
red to be a Quorum, whereof four are always to be Mi- 
niſters. And the foreſaid Commit tee are appointed to have 
their Meetings in Edinburgh, in the Hall of the Society 
in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, the la 
Thurſdays of every Month, at Three of the Clock in the 
Afternoon, and alſo the firſt lawful Day after the Adjourn- 
ment of the Four ſtated Diets of the Commiſſion of this 
Aſſembly, at Ten of the Clock Forenoon, with Power to 
xdjourn themſelves to ſuch Times and Places as they ſhall 
fad needful, and with Power to nominate Miniſters; 
Preachers and Catechiſts to go in Miſſion to the foreſaid 
parts; and ſuch Miniſters as they ſhall appoint to go in 
Miſhon, are hereby impowered to act as Members of 
Presbyteries and Synods, while within their Bounds, and 
keep Seſſions tor Diſcipline ; And the General Aſſembly 
does hereby continue the forenamed Mr. John Dundas of 
Philipfton Procurator for the Church, to be Receiver of 
the foreſaid Royal Bounty, and for laying out the ſame 
in the Terms of his Majefty's Grant, and according to 
the Orders and Directions of the foreſaid Committee; and 
the ſaid Committee are enjoined to take ſpecial. Care, 
that the foreſaid Money be no otherwiſe diſpoſed of, than 
for the Purpoſes contained in the Royal Grant, and not 
only that thoſe who receive thereof, be duly qualified in 
al RefpeQs, for what they are to be employed in by the 
forefaid Committee, but alſo that they do punQually ſerve 
for the ſame, according to the Rules of the former Com- 
mittee, contained in their Regiſter, and be ordered: and 
| Enjoined to obſerve the ſame; and the faid Committee 
ae required, beſides the Regiſter of their Actings, to keep 
diſtinct Books of Accompts, how the foreſaid Money is 
beltow'd, and which Books of Accompts are to be patent: 
'0 any concerned, who pleaſe to inſpect the fame ; andpbe 

| j aid. 
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ſaid Committee are appointed to keep a Correſpondence | 
with the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, alſo with the fore. 
ſaid Society for Chriſtian Knowledge, and with the Syngg, 
and Presbyteries concerned in the Highlands and Hand,, 
and Places in the North of this Church, and where Poper 7 
does abbund ; and the ſaid Commiſſion are empowered 
to concur with the ſaid Committee in their Work, when 
applied unto for that Effect; Alſo the ſaid Committee are 
ordzin'd and impower'd to ftate the Accompts of their 
Diſtribution of the foreſaid Royal Bounty) and to lay the 
ſame before the Lord High Treaſurer, or Commiſſioners 
of his Majeſty's Treaſury, or Barons of Exchequer in Sc. 
land, according to his Majeſty's Royal Pleaſure, expreſſeq 
in the foreſaid Grant; and alſo to lay the ſame before the 
next General Aſſembly, with the Regiſter of their Actings 
and Proceedings. And laſtly, This Committee are to con. 
tinue till another Committee be appointed in their Room, 
and Members, eſpecially thoſe in Edinburgh, are required 
to give punctual Attendance on all the Diets of this Com- 
mittee, and when they cannot do it, to ſend their Excuſe; 
and the Clerk of the ſaid Committee is ordered to keep 
an exact Account of the Attendance of Members, and lay 
the ſame before the next General Aſſembly, in ſo far as 
the Excuſes for Abſence are not ſuſtained by the Com- 


mittee. 


| 
| 
| 
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| Commiſſion to ſome M iniflers and Ruling 
1 Elders for diſcuſſing diverſe Affairs re- 
þ mitted to them. 15 


Edinburgh, May 146, 1729, poſt merid. Sefl, 18. 


E General Aſſembly taking to their Conſide- 

; ration, that there are divers weighty Affairs, 
3 which they cannot overtake, ſo as to determine 
therein , themſelves, for Want of Time, de 
; therefore nominate, commiſſionate and ap- 
doint, the Rev. Mr. James Alſton Miniſter at, A 
bein Moderatar, Maſters George Chalmers Principa Fax 
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the King's College of Aberdeen, David Anderſon Profeſſor 
of Divinity in the foreſaid College, John Osbarn Principal 
of the College of New Aberdeen, James Chalmers Profeſ- 
for of Divinity there, Robert Mitchel, at Dures, Martin 
Shavk at Upperbanchory, Alexander Garden at Birſe, Pe- 
1 Gordon at Lumphanan, James Gordon at Alford, 
Walter Sim àt Tillineſtle, William Bidie at Cuſh- 
ney, George Moir at Kintore, Francis Downie at Kemnay, 
Gilbert Gerar d at Chappelgarioch, ; George Johaſton 
at Kingedward, James Bennerman at Forglen, James 
Barnet at Ellon, John Webſter at Cruden, John Mer- 
ter at Tyrie, James Leſlie .at Crimond, John Forbes at 
Old Deer, James Innes at Banff, Patrick Darling at Boyn- 
die, John Gilchriſt at Keith, Alexander Chalmers at Mar- 


wh, of 
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Aberlour, Francis Grant at Duthil, Lewis Chapman at Al- 
vie, George Gordon at Alves, John Paterſon at Diple, 
John Squire at Forreſs, Robert Dunbar at Dyke, eAlexander 
| Frazer at Inverneſs, Daniel Mackenzie there, George Gore 
don at Cromarty, Alexander Reay at Avoch, William Ftew- 
art at Kiltearn, James Frazer at Alneſs, Hugh Duff at Fer- 
ne, Daniel Beton at Roſekeen, Thomas Frazer at Aber- 
tarph, James Gilchriſt at Kilmalie, Kenneth Beton at Kil- 
muir, Donald M. Queen at Cana, Murdo Moriſon at Barfas, 


at Creich, Murdo M Donald at Duirneſs, Andrew Robertſon 
at Far, James Term at Week, Alexander Gibſon at Ca- 
nasbay, John Pitcairn at Hoy, James Weir at Firth, Tho- 
nas Baikie at Kirkwall, Hugh Momat at Evie, Alexander 
Nisbet at Shappinſhay, T homas Coventrie at Sanday, Andrew 
Fizkine at Delting, Walter Haggens at Dunroſsneſs, William 
Wiſhart Principal of the Univerſity of Edinburgh, William 
Hamilton Profeſſor of Divinity there, John Schaw at Leith, 
James Craig at Edinburgh, James Bannantine there, James 
Sith at Cramond, George Lindſay at North-Leith, John 


Naſmith at Dalmenie, Robert Dalglieſb at Linlithgow, Da- 
vid Blenſhil. at Lamingtoun, John Thomſon at Libertoun, 
Alevander Walker at Kirkurd, Alexander Coupar at Tra- 
quair, Alexander Johnſton at. Lyne, William M*George at 
Pennycuik, John Wilſon at Glencorſs, James Burnet at La- 
ſwade, Archibald Landie at Saltoun, Andrew Dunlop at 


Dunbar, Thomas Davidſon at Whitkirk, Daniel Sinclair 
at Longformacus, Thomas Turnbul at Greenlaw, John Pow 
at Coldſtream, James Alley at Eymouth, William Wilſon 
a Hiltoun, John Pollock at Roxburgh, John Glen at 
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nock, eAlexander Frazer at Inneraven, Robert Duff at 


John MLeod at Uig, Mardo M*Leod at Glenelg, James 
Smith at Gairloch, Robert Kirk at Dornoch, Walter Roſs 


Brand at Borrowſtounneſs, FameseAnderſon at Falkirk, James 


Garvoch, Robert Paton at Haddinton, George Logan at 


-  Stichel, - 
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Auchinleck, aAvarew Cuming at Larg, William Reid at 


| go, John Orr atLanerk, John Wilſon at Carſtairs, Neil Camp. 


of St. Andrews, George Clephane at Newtild, Laurence 
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Stichel, Robert Bell at Crealing, John Gilchriſt at Beg. 
rule, Hugh Kennedy at Ca vers, John Goldie at Erſletoun 

Thomas Old at 1 George Buyers at Laſſuden. Da- 
vid Brown at Selkirk, Robert M*Colm at Ewes, . 
Me Garoch at Eſhdalemuir, Francis Lindſay at Johnſton. 
Gabriel Gullan at Wamphray, Robert Wallace at Moffat 
Mungo Gibſon at Sanquhar, Robert Jerden at Glencairn, 4. 
lexander Robertſon at Tinwald, Edward Bunkle at ick. 

maho, John Campbel at Kirkbean, John Reid at Carafe: 
ne, William M. Kay at Balmaghie, John Welſh at Anwoth 
William Campbel at Kirkinder, Samuel Brown at Kirk. 
mabrick, George Crawford at Stevenkirk, John Montgomer 
at Leſwalt, John Steel at Cumnock, James Lawrie at Kick.. 
michael, William Coats at Dalmillington, John Grant ar 


Stevenſton, John Cheiſly at Finwick, Henry Hunter at 
Mearns, Patrick Maxwell at Inchinan, John Miller at 
Neilſton, Robert Hamilton at Hamilton, John Scot at Stone. 
houſe, Thomas Steil at Strevan, Thomas Linney at Liſmaha. 


bel Principal of the College of Glaſgow, John Gray at 
Glaſgow, John Scot there, Andrew Tait at Carmunnock 
Robert M*Farlane at Buchanan, Archibald Sideſerf at Duni. 
barton, John Logan at Eaſter-Kilpatrick, Walter Campbel 
at Dunoon, Alexander M. Ray at Janis Boes 
at Campbeltoun, John M'Vicar at Kildaltoun in lay, 4- 
lexander Campbel at 8 Duncan Campbel at Kilmar- 
tine, James Campbell at Kilbranden, John M*Clean at Mull 
Archibald M'Clzan in Mull, George Frier at Lethendie, 
Duncan MfClea at Dull, Alexander M*Lagan at Little- 
Dunkeld, Robert Biſſet at Blair-Athol, William Stewart 
at Perth, Thomas Scham at Scoon, Thomas Finlayſon at 
Dumbarnie, James Mac ka) at Forteviot, Archibald Mon- 
crief at Blackford, William Hally at Muthill, Andrew Gre 
at Foſſoway, Michael Potter at Kippen, Archibald Napier 
at Kilmadock, Alexender Hamilton at Stirling, Archibald 
Gibſon at St. Ninians, Alan Logan at Culroſs, John Ged- 
des there, Robert Stark at Toryburn, PatrickClow at Lelly, 
James Thomſon at Bruntiſland, John Currie at Kinglaſſie, 
George Gilleſpie at Stramiglo, James Bruce at Creich, 
Andrew Melvil at Cults, James Monro at Kettle, Alexan- 
der Anderſon at St. Andrews, James Chalmers at Ellie, Wil- 
liam Villant at Ferrie-partoncraigs, Joſeph Pitcairn at 
Kingsbarns, James Hadow Principal of the New College 


Brown at Lintrethan, Alexander Finlayſon at Effie, Hugh 
Maxwel at Forfar, Andrew Arrat at Dunichan, James Mar 


at Muros, Parrick Jobnſton at Auchterhouſe, James 275 
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rat Monikie, John Henderſon at Kirkden, Robert Trail at 
Panbride, George Wemyſs at Ferne, John Johnſton at Bri- 
chen James Bell at Logie, James Douglas at Arbuth- 
ot Gilbert Anderſon at Fordoun, and Anthony Dove at 
Fettercairn, Miniſters; The moſt Honourable John Mar- 
nis of Tweddale, the Right Honourable David Earl of 
«chan, Thomas Earl of Haddinton, Chafles Earl of Lau- 
terdale, James Earl of Findlater, Alexander Earl of March- 
mont, James Earl of Hyndford, David Earl of Glaſgow, 
Archibald Earl of Ilay, William Lord Roſs, James Lord 
Torphichen, George Lord Reay, Sir Hugh Dalrymple of 
Northberwick Baronet Lord Preſident of the Seſſion, Dun- 
an Forbes, Eſd; his Majeſty's Advocate, Adam Cockburn 
of Ormiſtouti Lord Juſtice Clerk, Sir John Maxwel of 
Nether-Pollock Baronet, Mr. James Erskine of Grange, 
dr William Calderwood of Poltoun Mr. James Hamil- 
n of Pancaitland, Sir Andrew Hume of Kimmerg- 
hame, Sir Walter Pringle of Newhall, Sir Gilbert Elliot of 
Minto Baronet, Mr. Hugh Dalryinple of Druminore, and 
Mr. Patrick Campbel of Monzie, Ten of the Senators of 
the College of Juſtice, Sir John Clerk of Pennycuik Ba- 
ronet one of the Barons of his Majeſty's Exchequer, Mr. * 
Charles Erskine his Majeſty's Sollicitor, William Cruil- 

{ark Provoſt of Aberdeen, James MuiriſonBaillie there, Mr. 

George Gordon Profeſſor of the Oriental Languages in the 

King's College of Aberdeen, Alexander Farquharſon of 
Monaltrie, John Forbes of Balfluig, Mr. Alexander Garden 

« Troup Advocate, Mr. Alexander Frazer of Strichan 
Advocate, Mr. Robert Stewart Provoſt of Banff, James Grant 

of Grant, Mr. Patrick Graat of Elchies Advocate, Thomas Grani 

of Achomany, Laudovick Dunbar of Weſtfield, [Hugh Roſe 

ot Kilravock, Robert Logan Baillie in Forreſs, John Hoſſach 

Baillie in Inberneſs, Mr. eAlexander Gordon of Airdoch, 

Albert Monro of Coul, Captain David Roſs of Daan, M. 

nian Roſs in Kindeaſe, Colonel Robert Monro of Foulis, 

Captain George Monro of Culcairn, William M*Leod of 

Eboſt, Donald M. Neil of Vaterſay, the Honourable Mr. 

John Sinclair of Brims Advocate, Mr. Robert Honeyman of 

Gremlay, Nicol SpenceAgent for theChutch,George Balfour 

of Trinabee, Captain James Craigie in Zetland, Sir Alexan- 

der Gilmore of Ctaigmiller Baronef, Sir 7oha laglis.of 
Cramond Baronet, Mr. Robert Stewart Profeſſor of Philo- | | 
lophy in the College of Edinburgh, Archibald M*oAdlay | | | 
Elq; Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Fohn Dalglieſb Deacon | — 
df the Hammermen there, Charles Brown of Colſtoun, Sir | 
Robert Dalrymple of Caſtletoun Advocate, Mr. Thomas Hamil. | 
ton Advocate, Mr. Robert Dundas of Arniſtoun Advocate, 
Janes. Naſmyth of Earlshaugh, Mr. Alexander . 
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be 


noſce and finally determine, as they ſhall ſe 


22 The As of the 


oiCovlterallas Advocate, George Dundas of Dundas Adya: 
cate.theHonourableMr.Charles Erskine of Edenſhead Adyo. 
cate, Mr Alexander Hamilton of Innerwick, Mr. John Dundas 
of Newhalls, Mr. Joſeph Cave Treaſurer to the Society for 
Propagat ingChriſtian Knowledge, Sir 7ohnSrewart of Allan. 
bank Baronet, Sir Robert Pringle of Stitchel Baronet, Archi. 
bald Douglas of Cavers, Robert Rutherford of Fernilees Mr. 
Charles Binning of Pilmore Advocate, Mr. Thomas Ha. 
liburton of Newmains Advocate, James Redpath of Angel- 
raw; Robert Scot of Burnhead, William Jaluſtor of Beer. 
holm, James Carrie Provoſt of Dumfries, Alexander Fer. 
gaſſon of Craigdarroch, John Crichton of Carco, Colonel 
William Maxwel of Cardoneſs, Mr. James Boſwel of Auchin. 
leck Advocate, John Caninghame of Enterkine, Mr. Will. 
am Warner of Ardiet, Mr. Alexander Stevenſon of 
Montgreenan, Mr. John Maxwel of Blawardhill, Mr. A. 
lexander Hamilton of Pancaitland Younger, John Bana. 
tine Baillie of Lanark, . James Hamilton of Aikenhead. 
James Hamilton of Barns, Sir James Campbel of Ardkin- 
glaſs Baronet, Joh» Campbel late Provoſt of Edinburgh, 
George Drummond late Provoſt there, FamesNimmoMerchant 
Dean of Guild there, Alexander M' Millan of Dunmore, John 
Campbel of Orchyard, Sir Duncan Campbel of Lochnel, 
HefHor M*Lean of Coll, Alexander Robertſon | Elder -f 
Eaſter-Straloch, Patrick Teeman of Eaſtmiln, Mr. Robert 
Craig ie of Glendoig Advocate, John Hay of Lays, Robert 
Robertſon Junior Provoſt of Perth, Sir James Campbel 
of AberuchilBaronet, Mr. Alexander Abercrombie of Tillibo- 
dy Advocate, Mr. George Abercrombie Advocate, Colonel John 
Blackader Deputy Governor of Stirling Caſtle, the Honour- 
able Colonel John Erskine of Carnock, John Cuninghame 
of Balbougie, Alexander Swinton of Strathore, mes MGil 
of Rankeilor, Mr. John Condie Baillie of Auchtermuchtie; 
Sir Robert Anſtruther of Balcaskie, Alexander Chalmers 
Merchant in Elie, Patrick Drammond of Gairdrum, Tho- 
mas Davidſon at Killimuir, Alexander Ferrier late Provoſt 
of Dundee, James Fairweather preſent Provoſt there, James 
Doeg late Baillie atAberbrothwick, Robert Ramſay late Baillie 
at Montroſe, Robert Stewart late Provoſt of Aberdeen, and 
Alexander Arbuthuot of Knox, Ruling Elders ; to be Com- 
miſfioners of this Aſſembly, any ;Thirty one of them are 
declared to be a Quorum, whereot Twenty one are al- 


ways to be Miniſters, with Power to them to C08- 
e Cauſe, in | 

every Matter referred, or that ſhall be referred to them, | 

by any Act or Order of this Aſſembly, which Lone L 


oners are hereby ordained to conveen within * 7 2 


bly-Houſe at Edinburgh, the frſt free Day after the = 


0 


, h 0” 


& TS Www &4 @-J 


Sm ph Tm Gofyqymps 9 ww a i yn © * ww. 


General Aſſemly 1929: 23 


lution of this Aſſembly at Ten of the Clock Forenoon, 
and afterwards the ſecond Wedneſdays of Auguſt, Novem- 
ler and March next, and oftner when and where they ſhall 
think convenient, with Power to them to chooſe, theit 
own Moderator. And this General Aſſembly do hereby 
renew the Powers granted by the late General Aſſembly 
to their Commiſſioners by their Act, dated the 14th Day 
of May laſt, entitled, Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and 
„ Ruling Elders for diſcuſſing divers Affairs refer'd to 


them, and the Inſtructions thereinmentioned in all 


points: And ordains this Commiſſion to proceed according 
thereunto, and report to the next General Aſſembly. 


lofotojotnjoroto iotiofoloyotototolotolntotcÞoiofototofofototolc 


IX. 


All appointing the Diet of the next Gene- 
ral H emu). 
Edinburgh, Maj, 16, 1524. Seff. ult! 


Vo 50 * 8 [ 


5 Church is appointed to be held at Edin- 


EN 
=— 


N 
7 


*5Y next to come, One thouſand ſeven hundred 
and thirty Years. | 


9 


The General Aſſetnbly was concladed with Prayer, 


fing ing of the cxxxiii. P/alm throughout, and pro- 


nouncimg the Bleſſing. . 


Collected and Extrafied from the Records 57 
the General Aſſembly, by 


Jo. Dux DAs Ch: Eccl. Scot: 


F 2 4 


wv was — — 


r HR next General Aſſembly of this National 
2 5 bareb, upon the Second Thurſday of May 
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Printed Acts of the General Aſſembly 
held in the Year 1729. 


1. THE Hing Commiſion to David Earl of Buchan pro 
duced, and ordered to be recorded, 3 


II. The King's maſt gracious Letter to the General Aſſembly, 3 


III. The General Aſſembly s _— to the Ki ing's s moſt gracious 


Letter, | 6 


IV. AF renewing the Recommendation of the laſt General Aſem. 
p bly, in Favour of the Society in TIN for propagat 
8 


ing Chriſtian Knowledge, . 


V. AF adivuiding the Presbytery of Lorn, and erecting 4 neu 
Presbytery in Mull, 11 


VI. A concerning Mr. John Simſon Profeſſor of Divinity in 
the College of Glaſgow, * 12 


VII. Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling Elders, for Re- 


formation of the Highlands and Lands of Scotland, 
and for Pen of the King's Bounty for that 
End, 14 


VIII. Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling Elders fr df- . 
cult ing diverſe Aﬀairs remitted 10 then, 


IX. A f the Diet of the next Greral Aſent), 23 


AE, 


is 


FFF 


"24 x 1 . þ 
* ! as 
* 14 1 9 1 * 9 
7 — 4 1 ; 7 
# 
, - "ul bs ; 3 » * $3 2, l ws 
' MY i N 
H = 
$ * .. b 


Acts of the General Aſſembly: of the 
Church of Scotland, held in the Year 


1729, which are not printed. . |. 
„ #35": d „ % An . icon 1:0 tn 


NF TER Sermon by Mr. Willem Hamilion 
„pProfeſſor of Divinity i the Univetſity of E- 
25 dizburgh, Moderator to the Aſſembly 1727, in 
„ Abſcnce of the Reverend Mt. William Wiſhart 
Modetator of the laſt Afﬀembly who was in 
ſo bad a State of Health that he could nor come a» 
broad, the Miniſters and Roling Elders of this Aſſem- 
bly did conveen, and Mr. James Alſtoun Miniſter at 
Dirletoun was choten Moderator, May i. 
The King's Co miſſion. to the Earl of Bachan to re- 
preſent his Majeſt) in this Aſſembly, is produced. 
His Grace his Majeſty's Commiſſioner's Speech, at 
bpeuing of the Aſfembly, and che Moderator's in Re- 
turn thereto, recorded. Ibid. * „„ 
The Lord Commiſfioner having given in to tlie Aﬀeni- 
bly his Majeſty's Letter of Gift of one thouſand | | 
Pounds Sterling, for this Year, towards the reforming, | | 
' th: Highlands and Iſlands, the fame was read, and | 
ordered to be recorded. IIe. | 
4A Committee named to draw a Anſwer to his Maje- 
fty'*Graviois Letter? Bg. RT 
A Committee for Overtures appointed. It. 
Appeals. Ibid, 


A Committee for Bills, References, and I 
A Committee is appointed to examine the Commiſſions 
to Members, cenfure Abſents, name Miniſters to preach . | 
before his Grace his Majeſty's. Commiſſioner, to ro- "= 
ceive in Liſts of Probationers, and. ap of Divi- 
 Dity, and their Report as to "Commiſſions ordered to 
be ftrſt brought to the Committee. for Oyertures 5 
and all Letters of. Excuſe for Abſence are. appointed 
to be laid betore this Committee, IIJ 4. 
A Committee named to receive in from ch > Commiſfi- 
oders from the leveral Presbyteries, their Synods and 
Presbyteries rn em, and aby a hr 


INDE X 
weh have to offer from them, and to claſs the Mate 


there in contained, and prepare Overtures therefrom bs 
e State 


the Aſſembly, and to receive in Accounts of th 
ot the Church in the Norch, the Highlands and Jan, 
particularly concerning the Growth of Popery and Su 
perſtition, and conſider the fame, and prepare Over. 
tures for ſuppreſſing and preventing thereof; and like. 
wiſe to receive in from the V iſiters of the Commiſſi. 
on- Hodk the Returns ſent from Presbyteries and 
nods to the late Commiſſion's, Letters, [conſider the 
fatne, and prepare Overtures therefrom. And they were 
ordered to conſider, in the "firſt P lace, the Overtures 
and Inſtructions from Presby teries, concerning the Caſe 
of Mr. John. Simſon Profe ſſor of Divinity in the Uni- 
verlity of G 4 and to bring in their Report as to 
« 


* 


all, KHrſt to the ommittee of Overtures, that the 
may fully prepare the lame for the Aſſembly. And 
all Brettireq, who had any ſuch Inſtruct ions or Over- 
tures, were advertiſed to give them in to the Com- 
"mittee ar their fifſt Meeting, and to attend them at 
all their ſubſequent Meetings, and confer with them 
upon the Heads thereof, when they come to conſider 
r ET 
Profeſſor Simſon was called, and his Abſence was excuſ. 
ed fbr this Sederunt. II.. n 
A Diet appointed for Prayer. bid. _ = 
A Diet ſpent in Prayer, May 2. Seſſ. 23. 
Miniſters named to preach before the King's Commiſſi- 
oner next Lord's Day, and next Sabbath thereafter. 


id. . "a | 
Some new Commiſſions are Produced, and Additions 
are made to Committees. Ide. | 
A Letter is ordered to be written, advertiſing Profeſſor 
_ Simſon, That the Aſſembly was reſolved to go on to his 
Affair, and requiring him to compear before them u- 


at a Leiter was written to Fro- 
ing to Order. Ibid. _ 


nefty's Letter is unanimoully a 


die ung 
A Com 


_ Der 214 12214 1 | 0 
- 'rator add Agent's Accomprs, conſider the State 


— 


E ©: 


te Chvrcks publick Money, and' pr re Overtures 
. — the ſame; agreeable to AQ 71h, hore hs 17125 
and Act Sch, Aflembly 1719 ; and they were ordered 
to keep clo s to the Rules laid down in the ſaid 
Acts, and all Petitions and other Claims tor Money 
| were ordered to be laid bei ore them ; and they were 
alſo: appointed to prepare any Overtures and Refe- 
tences made by the | late Commiſion: to the Aﬀem- 
bly, and were defired tq_ditcoprie with the Moder 
lor, or ary of the Members of the Commiſſion. a- 
bout their Remarks upon the Book, that nothing but 
_— Moment | y be hid before the Aﬀcmbly. 
A Committee is A pointed to reviſe the Regiſter of the 
Committee of the late Aﬀſembly, for managing his Ma- 
jeltys Bounty for Reformation of the Highlands, and 
8 Report of "the AQirgs of the fajd Committee was 
prelepted, with their Regiſter, Hbig. 
Committees were appointed to 'reviſe the Regiſters of 
the AQtings of the Synods of Aberdeen, Roſs Glenelg, 
Orkney, Lothion and Iweeduale, Nerf 400 Tevjor- 


dale, Dane, Glaſgow and Arr, Argyle; Perth and 


Stirling. But che Synod Books of Marray, Sutherland, 
and Caithneſs, and Hefe, and Presbytery Bock of Zei- 
lend, net „ uced,'it is ref „that the Rea- 
bons bereof (ha quired into, \ when. the* i Ne of 

the Wiſit ers of the's er Bocks àre taken] i n. 

The Receivers of the * 4 — art made ee " Fine 
Committees, 2 pecial Regard is grdered to. be 
bad to the Rules laid f or "vificing of 'Bocks, by 
the Ads of aferbly 1713 and 1723: 


The'Peobeſs and Appeal relating tO t e tin» of © Don 


dee, is called, and continued. Ibid. 
The Appeals of the Ftesbytery of ' Age, 01 he Fro: 
els er planting the Pariſh of 20 ie, are call , 
the Cafe oommiited. bid. 7 reg 
The Aembly concur with bis Majefly's Plenfine,”; 1 
dering a Collect jon to be made for the Reliet of 
re d 'Hench' and German Congrepati ion at Cote 
ger, who fuffered by the late.terrible Fire” in that. 


ty ; andthe General Aſſembly do earpeſtly Tecemn) be | 


their Cafe to all by A iy 01 ſpoſed Perſdus "in x 

Church, and do'exhort 1 

— their Relief; and they remit to the Comm! 
he ordering of the Method of 3 a e 

1 ol the K Oy henden l. 
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A Commiſſion from the Presbytery of Kjntyre is pro. 
duced, of the Commiſſioners added to Committees, 
A May 8. Se 4 184 An | i 
The . of Mr. John Wilkie to Dundee i; 
refuſed, and he is continued at hall. But the Com. 
miſſion are impowered to receive and determine in 
any References or Appeals that ſhall be brought be- 
i Wy <5: A in order to the ſpeedy planting of Day. 
te. .. 57 17 SHY Tz wii 
The Petition, i f Mr. John Glas late Miniſter -at Tealing, 
who had been depoſed by the Synod of Argus and 
".. Mearns, is moved, and his Caſe committed. Iii. 
A Repreſentation of the State of the Presbytery of Lang- 
and, being laid before the Aſſembly, they joſtry 
# and Impower their Commiſſion, and Committee, for 
Reformation of the Highlands, to do what they can 
to get the Obſtructions that ly in t 5 ay of the new 
Eredtions craved in Bara, South and North Uifts, and 
Harris removed; and the General Aſſembly remit 
that ,Presbytery's Demands of itinerant Preachers 
and Catechiſts, and Continuance of Mr. Bac han at 
HAlirta, to the foreſaid Committee for Reformation, and 
do inſtruct their Commiſſion to uſe, all proper En- 
deavours, to obtain Parochial Judges, and Schools in 
the Bounds of that Presbytery, and to aſſiſt the Preſ- 
bytery in their Endeavours to obtain Churches and 
Manſes to be built, and to gain the Conſent of, He- 
_ Citors, and their Concurrence, for carrying on the In- 
tereſt of Religion, and ſuppreſſing Vice; and they re- 
nel 5 ＋ | i 
mit that Presbytery's Demands of Money to the 
Committee for publick Accompts. ide. 
The Proceſs and Appeal about planting, the Pariſh of Old. 
Machar, 1s Called and continued. Ide. 
The Aſſembly did go on to the Conſideration of Profefs 
oe. Simon's Caſe; and the Act of the late Aſſembl7 


Concerning bim being read, the Opinions of; the ſe- 
veral Presbyter ies as to what was proper to be furs 
- ther done; in that Aﬀair, claſſed in due Order, were 
brought in, with an) Overture, which, the, Aſſembly 

Having conſidered, they 5 That whatever 
© Regard was to be had to the Inſtructions of Presby- 
7 Fen concerning this Matter, et no Member of the 


$ £9 


# 


Aſſembly was tied down to act or vote in the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, according to the Inſtructions he has 
received from the Fresbytery which he repreſents, 
nor was the Aſſembly obliged to give; Judgment in 
- this Affair, according to the Opinion of the Plurality 
of Presbyteries, unleſs they found the ſame to be juſt; 


1X b E Xx 


but that the General Aſſembly, and every Member of 
- was at full Liberty to act therein according as 
God ſhould give them Light and DireQion, after hear- 
ing and conſidering all that might be ſaid upbn the 
Cauſe. And the Proteſſor and his Procurator com- 
pearing, what the Aſſembly had done concerning 
him, was intimate to him. id. | * 
Mi. Neil Campbel Principal of the College of Glaſgow, ® 
did read a Repreſentation from the ſaid College of 
Profeſſor Simſon's regular Behaviour, ſince laſt Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, ſhewing his Obedience to their Sentence, 
and his Adherence to the Declaration given in to 
them. %. | | 
And the Aſſembly having heard the foreſaid Repreſgnta- 
tion, in Reſpect of what has been done by the laſt 
Aſſembly, and by this, at their preceeding and pre- 
ſent Se derunts, did find the Proteſſor duly and legal- 
ly fied before them, and he, upon Intimation made 
to bim of this Reſolution, did deſire that he might 
be allowed a reaſonable Time to prepare his Deten- 
ces, upon ſuch Parts of the Proceſs as they ſhould | | 
think fit to take under Conſideration, May 6th, ants | 
merid. Seſſ. 5th. ' | a 
The Aſſembly cauſed to be read the Summary of the 5 
aſt Aſſembly's Proceedings againſt Mr. Simſon, re- 5 1 
corded in their Regiſter, May 15th poſt meridiem 1728, 1 
his Articles of Exculpation offered againſt the three Ar- | | 
ticles of the Libel, alledged to be proven by Writ, | 
| recorded May xith poſt meridiem, and the Declara- 
tions given in by him to the ſaid Aſſembly, recorded 
May 14th, 15th and 16th of the fereſaid Regiſter; 
and then they reſolved to conſider, Whether the 
Sentence of the laſt Aſſembly againſt him had inflited 
2 Cenſure upon him, adequate to what was found re- 
levant and proven in the Proceſs? Or whether they 
ſhould proceed to a higher Cenſure, or make any other 
Alteration as to the Cenſure under which he now 
lies? May 7th. ante meridiem, Seſſ. 6. Th 
Mr. Thowas Reay Probationer his Complaint againſt the 
Presbytery of eAberdeen, tor their prohibiting him to 
preach in their Bounds, becauſe of his accepting the 
Preſentation of the King's College of Aberdeen, to the 
Benefice of the Pariſh of Ven machar, and that without 
calling or ſiſting him before them, was tabled and 
committed. TIb:d, | | 
The Committee appointed to reviſe the Regiſter of the 
Committee for Reformation of the Highlands, is in- 
Powered to bring in a Nomination of the Members of 
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a new Committee, for managing this Year's Boygy 
for that End, with the Draught of a Commiſſion, * 
Inſtructions to them. Ibid. 6 
The Synod Book of Lothian and Tweeddale js atteſted in 
the uſual Form. 16:4. | — 
The above-mentioned Reſolution of the Aſſembly in Pro. 
feſſor's Simſon's Cale was intimated to him, and | 


gave in a Paper under his Hand, bearing a Declaration 


of his Orthodoxy, as to the Points of Doctrine, with 
Reſpect to which he ſtands accuſed before the ag. 
ſembly ; and he is allowed until the Afternoon to pre. 
pare for his further Defence. 1bid. | 
Some Members are added ro the Committee for reviſing 
the Regiſter of the Committee for Reformation, fo 
their Aſſiſtance in making the Nomination of a pew 
Committee, and drawing their Commiſſion and In. 
ſtructions. Eodem die poſt meridiem. Sefſ. 3 
Profeſſor Simſon and his Procurators being heard upon the 
Grounds of his Defence, and particularly the x Pro- 
poſition of the 2d and 3d Articles of the Libel, the 
Aſſembly came to this Reſolution, That it was not pro- 
per for them in judging, to ſeparate the Conſideration 
ot the ſeveral Articles in the Proceſs ; but they reſolyed, 
that they would hear the Profeſſor and his Procurator 
fully upon the whole Caufe, before they proceeded to 
give any Judgment in the Matter; and this Reſolution 
was intimated to the Profeſſor, and the ſubſequent 
* was aſſigned him to proceed to his Defences. 
id. 38 | 
The Clerk of the Committee for Bills is ordered to tranſmit 
to the Clerk of the Committee tor publick Accounts, 
all Petitions and Claims for Money that arein his Hands, 
to be conſidered by them, and the Ingivers of them 
are deſired to attend the ſaid Committee. Ibid. 
Mr. Charles Charters late Miniſter at Arbereliot's Appeal 
from the Sentence of the Presbytery of eAberbrothwich, 
depoſing him from the Miniſtry, and Sentence of the 
Synod of Angus and Mearns, diſcharging him to co- 
habit with his Spouſe ; and alſo the Synod's Reference 
of that Affair is referred to the Commiſſion, and they | 
are impowered to determine therein as they {hall find 
juit. Tbid. 4 | 
' Profeſſor Simſonand his Procurator were heard upon the ad, 
zdand 4th Propoſitions of the ad and 3d Articles of the 
firſt Libel ; and having ended their Pleading on thele 
Heads, they were allowed until the Afternoon's Sede- 


7437, to prepare their Defences againſt the 4th 1 * 


ENU 
bund proven by Witneſſes, and the three Articles found 
proven by the Profeſſors own Papers. May 8th ante 
meridem, Seſſ. 8. | 
4 Committee is appointed to reviſe the Synod Book of 
Aug us and Mearns. Eodem die poſt meriatem, Seſſ. 9. 
It is rcterred to the Commiſſion and Committee for Re- 
formation, Oc. to do all they can tor the Encourage- 
ment of Mr. Jemes Gilchriſt Miniſter at Kjlmalie in 
Lochaber, to continue in that Place,; and a diſcreet 
Return is ordered to be written to a Letter from Ge- 
neral Sibourg, recommending Mr. Gilchriſt's Caſe to 
the Aſſembly. Ibid. | 
pioteſſor Simſon and his Procurator were heatd upon the 
foreſaid remaining Articles ot the Libel, until they had | 
'  Kniſhed all they had to ſay in the Profeſſor's Defence N 
upon the whole Caule ; and they declared they had no- 
thing to add, but deſired the Aſſembly's expiels Judgment, 
whether it appeais to them, that the toreſaid Profeſſor 
has deliberately vented, taught, and held any errone- 
ous Doctrine, as to the Points on which he has been 
heard? And if it appears to the Aſſembly that he is | i 
ſtill erroneous and heretical, or continues pertinaci- 
' ouſly to adhere to any of the Errors libelled, and found 
relevant and proven agaiaſt him? The Aſſembly re- 
ſolved to proceed to the Adviſing of the Cauſe To- „ 
morrow in the Forenoon, without hearing any more 
Reaſonings from the Bar. Ibid. 

The Aſſembly being to go on to the Adviſing of Profeſſor 
Simſon's Cauſe, his Procurator is deſired to ſhow him, 
that it was the Aſſembly's Mind he ſhould attend 

and be at Hand, in caſe they find Occaſion for 
him. Then their former Reſolutions about the Manner 
of their Procedure being read, ſeveral Members did diſ- 
courſe upon the Cauſe, and the further Conſideration 
thereof is delayed until the Afternoon. May gth, ante 
meridiem, Seſſ. lo. | 
It was reſolved and agreed to by the Aſſembly, That no- 
thing in the Act of the laſt Aſſembly does preclude 
them from pronouncing” an higher Cenſure againſt Mr. 
Simſon, or from continuing the Cenſure inflicted by 
the laſt Aſſembly, or from taking it off, either in whole 
or in part, according as it ſhall appear juſt and rea- 
ſonable to them, after the fulleſt and moſt mature Con · 
ſideration of the whole Matter. And then, after long 
Reaſoning upon the Cauſe, the Aſſembly continued 
the ſame until another Diet. Eodem die poſt meridiem, 
J. II. 1 


H 2 | After 
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After much Time ſpent in Reaſoning upon Profeſſor Six. 
ſen's Caſe, the Aſſembly appointed a Committee os 
Ten Miniſters and Eight Ruling Elders, to conſider 
the ſame, and bring in an Overture upon it, in which 
the Aſſembly, if poſſible, might all happily agree. 
May 10. ante meridiem, Seſſ. 12. | 

The Committee, formerly named, brought in an Overture 
in Profeſſor Simſon's Caſe, and the ſame was twice 
read, and reaſoped upon, and the further Confideration 
thereof delayed until To-morrow. May 12th ante me. 


ridiem, Seſſ. 13. . 

The Committee for reviſing the Commiſſion Book having 
made their Report, the Book is atteſted in the ordinary 
Form, and the Commiſſioners get the Thanks of the 
Aſſembly for their Care and Diligence in what was 
committed to them; but the Aſſembly reſerved the 
Conſideration of a Complaint made againſt their Deci- 
ſion in the Caſe of the Pariſh of Hatton. 1bid, | 

The Aﬀembly refer to the Commiſſion to proceed in the 
following Matters that were under the Conſideration of 

the late Commiſſion, and not finiſhed by them, viz, 

the Overtures concerning Governors ot Youth, School- 
maſters and Pedagogues, the Maintenance of the Poor, 

and reſtraining of idle Beggars, the Qualifications of 
Elders and Deacons, and the Application to the Ma- 
giſtrates of Edinburgh, tor making the Aſſembly-houſe 
more convenient ; and 'tis particularly. recommended to 
them to preſs to have this done before the next Aſſem- 

bly. The Aſſembly likewiſe refer to them the Caſe of 
Mr. Alexander Scrimzeour at St. Anarews, And to pro- 
vide Mr. Alexander Paip, Aineas M' Aulay and John 
Monro Students having T1riſb, with Burſes ; and to en- 
deavour to preſerve new erected Pariſhes in the Presby- 
teries of Lorz and Mull, and of Tong, and whole Pref- 
1 byteries in the Synod of Glenelg, and to procure more, 
and ſee to the ſpeedy and right planting of Pariſhes 
there, and impower them to determine in all References 
and Appeals, and to receive Petitions and References 
concerning the planting and purging of Churches in theſe 
ZBounds, and to do all Diligence to remove the Grie- 
vances of Miniſters in theſe Parts: It is alſo recom- 
mended to the Commiſſion, to endeavour to preſerve 
the new Erection of the Pariſh of Polmont; and they 
are impowered to determine in any References or 
Appeals for planting thereof, and to make the proper 
Applications for having a Church and Manſe built 
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The Caſe of the Synod of Orkney and Presbytery of Letland 
is referred to the Committee for Reformation of the 
Highlands, and if they find Cauſe, they are appointed to 
ſend them Preachers and Catechiſts. Ibid, 

The Commiſſion 1s appointed to prepare for the next 
Aſſembly the Overtures about. planting vacant Churches, 
che Method of Preaching, Saturdays and Mondays 
Markets, and the Manner of Univerſities granting the 
Degree of Doctor of Divinity, which were before 


The Synods of Lothian and Merſe are ordained at their 
ſeveral Meetings, to ſee that all the Presbyteries with- 
ja their Bounds, liable in Payment of the Burſes al- 


full Payment of theſe Burſes ? And the Approbation 
of their Books is forbidden, until they have ſatisfied 
the Synod in this Matter. bid. 


ſent to her Grace from the late Commiſſion is read in 
Aſſembly, wherein ſhe declares ker Profeſſion of the 
true reformed Religion to ha ve been always real, and 
not ſeeming only, and that her Zeal for advancing of 


moſt Service; and ſhe aſſures them, that her utmoſt 
Care and Endeavours ſhall not be wanting, to have, not 


the ſtrongeſt Attachment to Truth and Juſtice : And 
the Aſſembly appoiats a reſpecttul Letter i be likewiſe 


three Miniſters and two -Ruling Elders to wait upon 
her, and deliver the ſame to her, and order her Graces 
Letter to be recorded. Ibid. | 
A Diet is fixed for conſidering the Pariſh of Hutton's Com- 
Plaint againſt the Commiſſion. Did. | 
The Procurator and Agent for the Church their Accompts 
and Vouchers thereof, are brought in by the Committee 
for the publick Accounts, and are ordered to ly upon the 
Table to be peruſed by Members. Bid. Ty 
The Members of Aſſembly are appointed to meet by theic 
Synods ſeverally, to name Perſons of their reſpective 
Synods to be a Committee for nominating the Mem- 


2 Draught of their Commiſſion and InſtruQions. 
id. | 


"The Caſe of Mr. Francis eArchibald late Miniſter at Gu- 
 thrie, ho was depoſed by the Synod of Argus and 


Mearns, 


the late Commiſſion, and not finiſhed by them. Id. 


lowed to the Lithuanian Students, make punctual Pay- 
ment thereof, and at their privy Cenſures to put it as a 
Queſtion to each of them, Whether they have made 


A Letter from the Dutcheſs of Gordon, in Regurn to one 


it could not be leſs active now, when it is like to do 
only her eldeſt Son, bur all her Children, educated with 


written in their Name to her Grace, and they name 


bers of a Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, and preparing 
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Mearus, is remitted to the Committee concerning Mr. 
John Glas. Ibid. | 
A Liſt of Perſons in the ſeveral Synods is brought in, and 
the faid Perſons are appointed as a Committee for 
drawing the Commiſſion to be given by-this Aſſembly, 
naming the Members thereof, and preparing Inſtructions 
for them, May 13. ante meri d. Seſſ. 15. | 
The Overture concerning Profeſſor Simſon is approven and 
turned into an AQ, and the ſame is read and intimated 
to him. Ibid. | 

A Collection is made in the Aſſembly-Houſe for the Re. 
lief of Mrs. Anne Guthrie, Daughter to the deceaſt 

575 Guthrie of Menius, a, Gentlewoman in Want. 
id. : | 

The Commiſſion is impowered to cognoſce and deter. 
mine in the Appeal of the Pariſh of Hodhame from the 
Sentence of the Synod of Glaſgow and Air, refuſing 
the Tranſportation of Mr. eAlexander Orr from the 

_ Pariſh of Muirkirł to them.  1b:d. 

The Recommendation of the laſt Aſſembly is renewed for 
a voluntary Contribution towards the encouraging the 
erecting of an Infirmary or Hoſpital for ſick Poor, and 
Presbyteries are deſired to forward the ſame in their 
ſeveral Pariſhes, and Miniſters are deſired to deal with 
their People to contribute liberally. id. : 

The Committee appointed to reviſe the Regiſter of 

the Actings of the Managers of his Majeſty's Bounty 
for the Lear 1728, towards reforming of the Highlands 
and Yards gaving made their Report, and laid there- 
with before&the Aſſem bly the ſpecial Report of the 
foreſaid Managers; the ſaid Report of the Viſiters is ap- 
proven, and in Purſuance thereof, the Aſſembly parti- 
cularly approves of the Overture of rhe Managers with 
Relation to the defray ing the Charges of managing the 

Royal Bounty, and appoints the whole thereof to be paid 

out of the Church's ordinary Allowance of L. 500, in 

Manner, and upon the Grounds expreſt inthe ſaid Over- 

ture, and to be ſtated yearly by the Agent for the Church 

in his Accounts of Incidents, payable out of the Money 
lodged in his Hands; and the Motion made in the 

Synod jof Glenelg, and a Miniſter's preſenting a Memo- 

rial to General Wade for altering the Method in the 

Royal Grant for diſtributing of the Fund, is diſapproven, 

and the Conſideration of the whole other Particulars, 

in the former Committee's Report, is referred to the 

Committee of this Aſſembly, with Power to do there 

in as they find needful, and to follow forth the Deſign 


thereof, and of the Memorial concerning the 


I N D E X 


ces of the Brethren ig the Highlands and Hands, and 
Galider maturely the Propoſal for collecting of Stipends 
ww gchool-maſters Salaries; and the Managers of the 
er Bounty get the Thanks ot the Aſſembly, and their 


Regiſter 18 ordered to be atteſted in the uſual Manner, 
May 13. 1729. poſt merid. Seſfſ. 16. | = 
The Nomination of the Members of the Committee for 

Reformation and Draught of the Commiſſion is appro- 

. Ii. „ e ; . N, 
the Proceſs for planting the Pariſh of Old-machar is cal- 
ed, and continued until the next Sederunt. Ibid. 
The Proceſs for planting Ola machar is again moved, and 
" after much Reaſoning thereupon, *tis reſolved that 
parties ſhall be heard upon all they have to ſay in the 

Cauſe, and that then the Aſſembly wi give Luo 

upon ſich Points as {hall appear to them matèrial, and 


upon the Cauſe it ſelf, according as they ſhall find juſt, 
May 14. en Seſſ. 17 1 110 Ol 

The Nomination of the Commmiſſionexs of this Aſſem- 
bly, and Draught of their Commiſſion is approven, 
eodew die poſt merid. Srſſ. 18, 

The Proceſs concerning planting of Old-mackar is again 

moved, Parties further heard, and the adviſing of the 
Cauſe delayed until To-morrow Forenoon. Did. 

The Settlement of Mr. George Chalmers at Old-machar is 
reſcinded and made void, and that Pariſh is declared va- 
cant as if no ſuch Settlement had been. made, and the 

Pariſhioners are ordained to proceed to a new Call for 
reſettling thereof, May 15. ante merid. Seſſ. 19. 25 

The Proceſs concerning the Pariſh of Tomié is refer d 
to the Commiſſion, with Power to determine therein 
as they ſhall find juſt, eod. die poſs merid. Seſſ. 20. 

The Complaint of the Pariſh of Hutton againſt the late 
Commiſſion is again moved, and the Aſſembly reſolv- 
ed firſt to hear the Remarks of the Viſiters upon the 
Commiſſion Book before the ſaid Complaint, and the 

Viliters being heard, the further Conſideration of this 

Matter is delayed. Ibid. 1 

The Report of the Committee for reviſing Commiſſions 
is received, and all the Commiſſions are ſuſtained, and 

Letters are ordered to be written to Synods and Presby- 
teries, deſiring them to enquire into the Reaſons of 
the Abſence of Commiſſioners, and cenſure them ac- 
cording to the Acts of Aſſembly, May 16. ante mes 
ria Sefſ. alt. h 03 mois 55 yaw oY nie „ 

The Synod Books of Aberdeen, Roſs, Orknay, Merſe and 

 Teviotdele, Dumfries, Glaſgow and Air, Perth and 

 Viirling, and «Angus and Mearns were ordered to be 
e eee Leo!!! at 
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taken in by them or not, as they ſhall think fit. Lia. 
The whole Matters repreſented in the Petition of the 
Presbytery of Dumbartoun, with Reſpect to the State 
of the Pariſh of Arrogubar, are referred to the Com. 


Act approving the Accounts of Mr. John Dundas — 
vocate Procurator for the Church, for a whole Year 
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atteſted; but the Synod Books of Marray, G1, 
Galloway, Argyle, Sutherland and Caithneſs, and % 
and Presbytery Book of Ze:land not being brought” 
to this Aſſembly, the Members from theſe Synods ofen 
their Excuſes, which were admitted for this Time: * 
all theſe Books were ordered to be brought obe 
examined by the next Aſſembly. 16d, . 
The Conſideration of the Caſes of Mr. John Clas 280 
Francis Archibald is refer d to the Commiſſion, with 
Power to determine therein as they ſhall find jug 
Lid. OY 
The Appeals of the Pariſh of Mltoun from the Sentence; 
of the Presbytery of Kzrcadbright and Synod of Gal. 
way, in the Proceſs for ſettling Mr. John Lamont 
Preacher as their Miniſter, is referred to the Commiſſ. 
on, with Power wo cognoſce and determine therein a; 
they ſhall find juſt, and to judge in any References o 
Appeals about planting of that Pariſh, Did. 
The Appeals of the Town and Pariſh of Renfres from 
the Presbytery of Paiſley, and Synod of Glaſgon and 
eAir, and that Synod's Reference in the Proceſs for 
planting the foreſaid Pariſh, are referred to the Com- 
miſſion. bid. _ 
The Appeal of the King's College of Aberdeen, and 
the Heritors, Elders and others of the Pariſh of Men. 
Mac har, againſt the Presbytery af Aberdeen, for reful- 
ing to proceed to the Settlement of Mr. Thomas Rey 
Probationer, to be Miniſter of that Pariſh, is reterred to 
the Commiſſion, with Power to determine therein as 
they ſhall find juſt; and to judge in any Reference or | 
Appeal in this Affair that ſhall come regularly before 
them from the Synod of Aberdeen. Ibid, 
The Caſe of Mr. Thomes Reay Probationer, as ſet forth 
in his Petition, is referred to the Commiſſion to be 
© Judged by them as they ſhall find juſt. Il. 
The Complaint of the Pariſh of Hutton againſt the late 
- Commiſſion's Determination in the Proceſs about plant- 
ing of that Pariſh, and the whole of that Caſe, as it came 
before this Aſſembly, is left to the next Aſſembly to be 


miſſion, with Power to them to do therein 3s they 


* 


ſhall find juſt, B. l. 


ol his Majeſty's Allowance to the Church, which * 


I 


at the Diſpoſal of the laſt Aſſembly 1728, for defray ing 
the Charges of the Church for that Year, and difcharg- | 
ing him, and his Cautioner of his Intromiſſions, add 5 
appointing the 'Ballance of Sixty three Pounds thirteen 2 
Shillings nine Pennies and one third Part of Sterling 
Money auß, tO him to be ſtated as an Article -of " Di{- 


= 


charge in is next Accounts. Lid. Ee Seen DA 
| AQ approving the Accounts of Nrc# Spence Agent for | 


the Church his Intromiſſions with. the Church's' Mo- 
ney, and diſcharging him of the Sums therein ſtated, as 
received, and all Preceedings, and "appointing him to 
be paid of the Ballance ot One hundred and ninety 
one Pounds nine Pennies and five ſixth Parts Sterling 
due to him with Tntereſt and Preference, aCcording to 
the Acts of the General Aſſembly and Commiſſiohs. 
ÿ»;ͤ!ßhß Ca 
AR approving the Proturator and Agent for the Church 
their Diligence in executing the Orders of the Aſſem- 
bly relating to their reſpective Offices, and managing 
the Affairs committed to them, particularly With Re- 
lation to the Proceſſes for new Pariſhes, and Settlement 
of Stipends and Glebs, ard building Churches and 
Manſes in the Bounds of the Presbyteries of Tong, 
Long · iſtand, Sky and Gairloch, and Iſlahd of Gigha, Pa- 
riſhes of Kilmorac and eArroquhar, Iſles of 'Tiyrie and 
Col, and concerning a new Church, Gleb and Manſe 
for Contane, and Settlement of 'Pariſh Schools and Sal- 
laries thereto ; and concerning the State of the Church's 
Fund, and Debts and Claims thereupon 'as laid before 
the late General Aſſembly, and giving Orders there - 
anent; and declaring there lies no Obligation on tlie 
Procurator and Agent for the Church te earry on 
Proceſſes in Dependence, or to commence new ones 
until they be repaid” of what is due to them already on 
theſe Accounts, and that for hereafter there be no new 
Proceſſes for Stipends commenced on the publickCharges- 
of the Church, without the Allowance of the General 
Aſſembly be had thereto , before Commencement there 
ot; but that the Procurator and Agent for the'Church' 
continue to  afift Presbyteries in Settlement of School 
in Pariſhes, and Salaries thereto; Recommendation 
to the Synod of Argyle in Favour of Mr. Daniel Mo. 
riſon, for Payment of the Expences he was at in Settle- 
ment of the Stipend of Kilbranden. The Caſes of the 
Miniſters of Tilineftle, Dunſcore, ' Balmerino, "airs, - 
Eſle and Colace, are recommended to their reſpective 
Presbyteries and Synods for Help to carry on the Pro- 
celles for their Stipends; and the Procurator an ad 
; K c 


T xD EK 
for the Church are appointed in their Stations to ma. 
nage theſe Proceſſes gratis, Money being put in the 
Agent's Hands for defraying the other Charges there. 
of. And the Conſideration of the Petitions and Claims 
for ſome of the publick Money not already Rated are 

delayed. bid. $ 
Act approving the Management and propoſed Settlement 
of the Fund, ariſing from the Collections tor the New 
Churches in Diurneſs, upon the Eftate of Sandfide, and 
appointing a Committee to adviſe the Procurator and 
Agent for the Church, in the finiſhing thereof, with 
Power to call in the Defictencies of theſe ColleQions 
and clear the Accounts about them, impowering the 
Commiſſion to determine in any Proceſſes that come be- 
fare them by References or Appeals, for planting Pa- 
riſhes in the Presbytery of Tong, ordering a Letter of 
Thanks to be written to the Lord Reay for his Care in 
advancing ys 1 in his Country, and appointing a a 
State of this Affair to be laid before the Commiſſion, 
and impowering them to do therein as they ſhall fee 
Cauſe, ordering the Minutes and whole Tranſactions a- 
bout it to be recorded together in a Book by them. 
ſelves, and the Securities to be kept amongſt the other 
Papers belonging to the Church, and Report to be 
made to the next Aſſembly. 16d. 

The State of the Collections made for a Church to the 
Presbyterian Congregation in New Jork in America, is 
ſet down. A Letter of Thanks is ordered to be writ- 
ten to Doctor Nicol for his Care about the Intereſt of 
the foreſaid Congregation, and a Method is propoſed 
for ſecuring the foreſaid Church to the Presbyteriaus 
there to Poſterity, and Recommendations to Deficients 
in eontributing to the foreſaid Purpoſe, are renewed, 
and Letters ordered to be written to the foreſaid Con- 
gregation, and Mr. Anderſon their late Miniſter, to the 
Presbytery of New Tork, and Synod of Philadelphia, in 
order to compoſe all Differences that have ariſen a- 
mongſt them about this Church, and defiring them to 
uſe their Endeavours to preſerve that Church to the 
Hresbyterians in that Place, and a Record of all the 
Tranſactions in this Affair is ordered to be kept. ia. 

The State of the Collections for the Relief of the Suffet- 
ing Proteſtant French Refugees in Hilaburghauſen, the 
New Churches at Cairſfloun and the Enzie, Bridges of 
Naver and Dee, and Harbours of Aberbrothwick, As- 
ſftrut her and Bamff, is ſet forth, Recommendations to 
Deficients in them are renewed ; and the Commiſſion is 
impowered to do in the Matter of Cairffoun, as ney 
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ſhall find Cauſe, and they are appointed to report to 
the next Aſſembly. Lis agreed, that for the future, 
ao Recommendations for publick Collections for build. 
ing Bridges or Harbours ſhall be granted by Aſſemblies 
or Commiſſions, and that Aſſemblies ſhall deliberate 
well before they grant Recommendations for Coatribu- 
tions to build Churches in foreign Parts, when there 
is ſo much need of them at Home. Letters are ordered 
to be again written to Synods and Presbyteries to en- 
quire into the State of their Libraries, and Presbyteries 
are appointed to give a full Report thereanent to their 
reſpective Synods, who are ordained, at their firſt 
Meeting, to call Miniſters and Presbyteries in their 
Bounds co an Account in that Matter, and both Synods 
and Presbyteries are ordered to report their Diligence 
herein to the Comm iſſion in November, with Certifica- 
tion that they will be complained of to the next Aſſem- 
bly. The Commiſſion is ordered to prepare an Ac- 
count of the State of thele Libraries for the Aſſembly, 
bearing the Number ſent to each Synod, Presbytery 
and Pariſh; and 'tis recommended again to Presbyte- 
ries in the Lowlands, who have received Libraries, and 
have not increaſed them, to return them to the Agent 
| for the Church, in order to be ſent to ſome of the new. 
Presbyteries ; and 'tis alſo recommended again toPresby- 
teries to procure Books to theſe remote Places, and the 
Commiſſion is impowered to do what they ſee Cauſe 
with reſpect to Libraries, and to do what they can for 
finding out, and recovering the publick Regiſters of 
this Church, and having them reſtored to theſe who 
ſhould have the Cuſtody of them. IIe. 
Former Recommendations in favour of the deſigned New 
Church at Nori ſtous are renewed, and Deficients in 
contributing thereto in the Synods of Lothian, Glaſgom, 
Fife, Perth, Argyle and Galloway, are defired yet to 
contribute; and this Collection is further recommend- 
ed to the Synods of Argas and Merſe. Ibid. © 
Former Recommendations to all the Pariſhes in the Sy- 
nods of Fife, Perth, Angus and Aberdeen, to contribute 
for building the Bridge over the Weſt Water, which di- 
rides the Pariſhes of Lathnot and Never, are renewed. 
And it is further recommended to all the Pariſhes with- 
in the Synods of Marray and Roſs to join in the ſaid 
Contribution. IIe. 
al the Miniſters within this Church are appointed, when - 
the Royal Brief ordering a Collection for Building the 
Harbour of St. Andrews is intimated in the Congrega- 
tions, to exhort * to contribute liberally = 
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that End; and tis remitted to the Commiſſion to nate 
a2 Day. for that Contribution. IId. . 
The Cale of the Town of Gar mouth, as ſet forth in the 
Sy nod of Murray's Petition, and Repreſentation of 1 
given in therewith, is referred to the Commiſſion with 
Power to do in that Matter, as they judge Proper 
- Tbid. {16 234% i M4590 eee dne 
Ihe Caſe of the Pariſh of Contane, and Mr. John Moriſan 
in Urray, as repreſented in the Petition of the Presbyte- 
ries of Chanoury, Tayn and Disgwal, is referred to the 
Conſideration of the Commiſſion, with Power to them 
to do in the Matters ſet forth in the ſaid Petitiom what 
they can for anſwering the Deſign thereof. Ibid 75 
Dantan A. Doual Soldier his Petition for a Colle gion i; 
laid aſide, and he is left to the Synod and Presbyte 
of the Bounds where he reſides, that they may do .o. 
him what they find proper. IId. 
The Circumſtances of the Pariſh of Egg, Qc. and of Mr. | 
Donald M. Queen their Miniſter, as ſet forth in the pe. 
tition of the Presbytery of Skze, is referred to the Cons 
ſidetation of the Commiſſion, with Power to them to 
do what they judge proper in that Matter. Di. 
All Affairs that were depending before the late Commit. 
ſion, and not diſcuſt by them, are referred to the Com- 
miſſion of this Aſſembly, with the ſame Powers, with 
reſpect to them, that the ſaid late Commiſſion! bad 
F 5:1 l od 03 Deen ebe 
Liſts of Probationers and Students of Divinity were brought 
in, and the Liſt of Probationers read, and ordered to 
1. be recorded. Bid. 1 7 SET bas en Aa 
A Committee is appointed to reviſe the Minutes of this 
Aſſembly, and give Orders for Printing ſuch of the 
Acts thereof as are to be ſtanding Rules, and fe of 
Seb Ute. I. 172 5 obe e bee 
The Minutes of this Day's Sederunt were read, the Mi- 
nutes of preceeding Sederunts having been ' formerly 
read at the reſpective Diets; ſubſequent to each Sele, 
ant. Ibid. i Hig 00 eee 1 ; 
The Moderator's Speech to the Aﬀertibly; and to His Mir 
jeſty's Commiſſioners Idi 
The Lord Commiſſioner made a Speecti' in Return, and 
then the Aſſembly was concluded. rr W 
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